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The President's Armament Plan.
In behalf of the United States and

through. Secretary Hughes President
IIakding yesterday struck dumb the
members of the Conference for the
Limitation of Armament with a permanentpeace proposal neither vague
nor theoretical but practical and
specific. It was so unexpected, so

suuaen, so aramauc oy sneer lorcei

of what it meant to all humanity
that it will startle the whole world,
With calm, impressive earnestness

Secretary Hughes told the great
Powers in almost so many words that;
the conference had been called by the
Chief Executive of this Government
not to become a debating society and
to pass resolutions Put to take up a

plain business proposition and reach
action on it. In the most explicit
terms lie set forth exactly what the
United States would do to check
bankrupting squander on military
machines if the other two great naval
Powers, Great Britain and Japan,!
would do what this country conceived
to be their essential part in this programmeto keep the world out of
receiverships.

It is not necessary here to go into
technical discussion of how the
United States would fare on Mr.
Harding's proposed balance of naval
power and other military weapons.
We may safely assume that American
army and navy experts and advisers
are satisfied that our scrapping a

capital ship total tonnage of 845,000
would leave us relatively, if not adequately,secure as against Great Britainwith 583,000 tons scrapped and
Japan with 443,000 scrapped.
The thing for us and for the world

to realize, acknowledge and acclaim
is that for the first time in all the
history of propaganda, parleys and
appeals on the prevention of war a

Government.our own Government!
of the United States.has offered the
Powers for immediate adoption and
fulfilment this effective programme
based on sound, safe and workable
principles.
Our Government has said, "Here is

what we will do. What will you do?"
Either the other Powers, bending
under their war burdens, must also
put all their cards on the table, say
what they will do and then do it, or
the clamor of nations and races for
disarmament and other ways and
means to make war impossible can
come to nothing. If the delegates
can refuse to Join In such a programmeand can go home to face
their peoples whose hearts must be
thrilling to-day with the message
from the United States, what hope
is there that the Powers of the Old
World ever will set their faces away
from militarism for good and all?
This programme of President IIartunc,,in truth, while definitely and

surely showing how to save billions
of dollars now destroyed In a welter1
of armament squander, does not pro-j
pose, does not suggest, the stripping:
of any nation of its reasonable dc-l
fence. It does not mean to expose!
any people to rash hazards. On the'
contrary, as Secretary Hoohks told
the delegates, while it will make
stupendous savings, lighten the crushingload under which the Old World
staggers and permit vast treasure
now no better than burned up to be
employed in the usual economic channelslor tho advancement of civilization,still "tho Just Interests of all
shall be adequately guarded and nationalsecurity an.l dcfonce shall be
maintained."
This great, this splendid, this world

lmpre« »lvo proposal of the United
States, in short, is not visionary and
footle! evangelism; it is practical
business.

Striking for Work.
Latin temperament is responsible

for the upsetting of many of the
ideals of conduct and normal proc-
esses or thought or the Anglo-Saxon
world. Ft v »'irh exhibitions of southernfeeling, however, can compare
for its startling reversal of the ordinarycan as of strikes in the northernworld with the recent action of
the lawyers of the town of Piacenza
in Italy, who actually went on a

strike for more work.
According to the reports of this

incident, novel in the history of
strlk" the IMwen/n advocates as-

fan

serted that the Italian Government
was systematically reducing the aumiber of judges, with the result In
IMacenza that the court dockets be'came overcrowded and more thau
1,000 cases have been postponed until

rne euiDattiea lawyers uo not

ask for shorter hours and more pay,
but, on the contrary, for an opportunityto appear in court more often.

Italy has contributed much to the
advancement of mankind and of the
law, and it has an opportunity to add
still one more gem to its legal diadem
by granting the striking advocates
of Piacenza their plea for more work.
This might set a ball rolling that
would gather to its surface all peoplein the world who prefer work to
strikes.

Japan's New Premier, Takahashi.
This country has more than the

usual interest in the new Japanese
Premier, Baron Korlkiyo Takahashi,who succeeds Takashi Haba
as the head of the Tokio Government.Takahasiii was for two years
a student of fi nance at an American
institution. He has paid frequent
visits to the United States in the
interest of Japanese affairs, the most
notable of which were those in 1904
and 1906 in connection with financial
problems growing out of the RussoJapanesewar. His comment on
President Roosevixt after the din-
ner in his honor at the White House
is still remembered, "He struck me
as a man of great force and I rememberof wishing all through the dinuer
that Japan had a few Roosevelts."
Baron Takaiiakhi has been for

many years closely connected with
the ilnancial and economic life of
Japan, first as an employee and later
as Governor of the Bank of Japan.
He entered Premier Haba's Cabinet
as Minister of Finance and continued
to hold that post until his present
elevation to the Premiership. Immediatelyfollowing Haba's assassinationTakahashi was not seriously
mentioned as a likely candidate for
the head of the Government. There
was a very evident desire to place in
this office some representative of the
old aristocracy, and at least two
ixteiuueia ul iuc utmu iwcivcu uuerb

of the post.
Yamaoata refused to accept the

Premiership, giving as a reason his
age. It is rather doubtful if he
would have been acceptable to the
younger generation of Japanese politicians.Besides, it was a question
if with his avowed militaristic leaningshis selection would have been
advisable under the present condition.His associate, Marquis Saionji,
one of the most powerful of the
Elder Statesmen, would perhdps have
been more acceptable to the Japanesepeople. Ho did not share the
extreme militaristic views of bis
aged colleague and he was consideredthe most liberal of the body
actually behind the Japanese throne.
He declined, however, to take up the
Premiership, declaring that the
heavy responsibilities were too much
for a man of his advanced age.
This left the field practically open

to Baron Takaiiashi. His selection
was undoubtedly a victory for the liberalelement; and it is evidently a

concession by the Japanese militariststo popular wishes. The new Premieris not so much a representative
of the common people as was his
predecessor. He belongs to a wealthy
Japanese family, but he has been
often opposed to the court clique in
its attempts at aristocratic rule. One
of his theories was that Japan could
make more advance in her Far East
policies by cultivating the friendship
of China than by trying to dominate
her. He was a trusted friend and
adviser of Premier Hara and there
is every reason to believe that the
policy of the latter will guide the
Japanese delegation at the conferenceat Washington and bo far as

possible be followed in the affairs of
the nation during the Premiership
of Baron Takahabhi.

Passing of a Famous Stud.
The recent sale of the horses at the

Woodburn Stud of Kenneth D.
Alexander in Kentucky marks the
passing of one of the most famous
of all the thoroughbred nurseries of
the South.
Woodburn was noted for the qualityof its live stock.cattle and sheep

as well as horses.but it was also
conspicuous for another Southern
characteristic, hospitality, and those
of the older generation of the turf
will regret the abandonment of the
farm where so many generations of
the Alexander family reigned like
feudal lords.

It was to Woodburn that Lexington
was taken after his meetings with tho
Southern champion Lecomte at New
Orleans in 1354, and it was at this
historic spot that the blind son of
Boston and Alice Carneal built a

i mutation second to none as a pro-
genltor of sterling race horses.

Lexington's vision was of course

perfect when he raced against Lecomte.thelatter also a son of Boston.The event in which they met first
was the State Post Stakes, which carriedan entrance feo of $5,000 each,
and Lexington was named for Kentucky,Lecomte for Mississippi, Arrowfor Louisiana and Highlander
for Alabama. The race was run

over the M6tairie course, now one of
the handsomest cemeteries in the
United States, and was at four mile
heats. The truck was heavy, exactly
to the liking of Lexington, and he
won In straight heats, the first by a

length and the second by three
lengths.
A tremendous crowd saw that contest,special steamboats bringing a

great, many persons from Kentucky
and Ohio, while every sugar and cottonplanter of the South who could
if. there was present to cheer for his
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favorite. Tho defeat of Lecomtecost
the South a pang, but a week later
hia supporters had their revenge
when Lecomte over a fast course
lowered the colors of his great rival
and placed the four mile record at
7:26, where it remained until Longfellow,with pacemakers for each
mile and a running start, reduced it
in a special trial to 7:19%.

Lecomte was taken to England
along with Prior and Prioress in
1S5C by that daring plunger Riciiakd
Ten BnoEcic, but ho never had a

chance to show his quality to the
English, as he died of pneumonia
shortly after landing. Lexington
went blind at about the same period
but lived to a green old age, and
the fame of his sons and daughters
brought such renown to Woodburn
that It was easily the leader of the
live stock nurseries of the South.
Only those who attended the annual

sales of thoroughbreds at Woodburn
or kindred establishments when
they were In the heyday of their existencecan form any conception of
the scene when breeders and fanciers
from all parts of the United States
and Canada gathered for the occasion.Barbecued sheep, steaming
burgoo.a most delicious dish unknownin its perfect state outside of
the South.and other comestibles
were dispensed by eager servants,
their black faces radiating the hospitalityof their masters. There were

strong liquors too in abundance and
the bidding was fast and furious for
the choicest lots.
Woodburn had its prototype in

Belle Mead, the splendid stud in
Tennessee in which Richard Choreswas for a time associated with
General W. H. Jackson. Belle Mead
is no longer a nursery of thoroughbreds,and while the glory of Woodburnhas long passed the news that
its paddocks will not hereafter be tenantedby thoroughbreds will be receivedwith regret, for it was the
birthplace of some of America's turf
immortalB.

Revenue LaV English.
On page 23, after line 2, of the Internalrevenue bill taxpayers and

others interested, if there be any,
will find this limpid stream of Englishgently flowing on its crystal
course in the shape of an amendmentadopted by the Senate:

"(b) In the case of the head of a

family or a married person living
with husband or wife, the tax imposedby this section shall not exceedthe sum of (1) the amount of
the tax that such person would pay
If his net income for the taxable
year wero $5,000 and (2) the excess

of his net Income over $5,000 for
such taxable year."
Senator Walsu of Massachusetts

with puckered brow asked if this
would "make a difference in the revenueof the Government." Senator
Smoot with serene brow replied that
Im Hirl nnf Jhinlr If wnnlH n inmint tn

much. Senator Townsend observed
that "there is too much expert languagein the bill." Senator Moses
looked sad at this fling at the Treas!ury experts and quoted an old Russianadage, "Whose bread I eat, his
song I sing." Senator McCcmbek
asked Senator Walsh "kindly to formulatean amendment that will make
it simple." Senator Watson of Indianapreferred Senator Hitchcock
for this editorial job and asked him
to "take the amendment and write it
so everybody can understand it."

Senator Hitchcock agreed to do
this it Senator Watson would "explainit to me." Senator Watson declinedto explain. Senator Hitchcock
urged him. "I will give the Senator
from Indiana," he said, "a nice large
red apple it he can explain it in five
minutes."
Neither Senator Watson nor any

other Senator attempted to earn the
red apple, so the amendment remains
in the bill as quoted above.

Maine's Effort to Save the Deer.
Maine people have been uneasy of

late about the great number of deer
the hunters have been killing. Their
anxiety is Justified. Automobiles run|
ning over good roads now carry hunIters to regions in the past penetrated
slowly and under difficulties that to
many were prohibitive. Supplementingthe automobiles are the motor
boats. Inland lakes which had been
barriers to quick trips by hunters
have become rapid transit thoroughfares.The deer slayers have been
swarming over Maine in increasing
numbers. This fall more have been
in the woods than ever before.

It was in anticipation of thiB that
the Maine Legislature passed the
present restrictive laws. One of these
established a sex line in deer killing.
Under it the hunter may kill Just one

buck and one doe. If he kills two
bucks or two does he is a lawbreaker,
subject to penalties. No matter how
taut his nerves under the strain of
the hunt, no matter how tangled the
thicket or how obscuring the surroundingsin which he gets the first
glimpse of his quarry, he must stop,
look and investigate. He must manageto see enough of the deer's head
lo know for a certainty whether it is
a buck or doe upon which he has
drawn a bead. Some hunters do not
want to do this. They bang away
without making sure.

If a hunter who fires without identifyinghis target bringB down a
bin k nnd he has already another
hack ho is subject to punishment.
Fie dares not bring in his game.
The only thing ho run do is to leave
it where it lies, to be devoured by
hawks and bobcats, lie may thus kill
several deer before he gets the two
with which he may venture to appeur.
The doer arc killed und nobody gets
either skin or venison. Consequently
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the deer extermination which the
Maine legislators intended to avert
goes right on just as though the sex

lestriction law had never been
written.

It is a law that has failed to effect
its purpose, however excellent in theory.So, even now. there is talk of
a repeal and a substitute provision
much more drastic. It is suggested
that hereafter the hunter be limited
to just one deer, irrespective of sex.

Manless Jobs and Jobless Men.
If conditions in Nebraska are similarto those in contiguous agriculturalStates, then in a large part of

the middle West unemployment is
iu u gicai CAicui a uivui. rui lit

Nebraska there Is next to no invol|
untary unemployment. It Is a case

there of manless jobs rather than of
jobless men. It Is Fkank A. Kennedyof Lincoln who says so. He
ought to know. It is his business to
know, for be is the State Secretary
of Labor.
Yet a little more than a month ago

a Federal Government bulletin placed
the number of Nebraska's unemployedat 6,000. Assuming that this
estimate was accurate at the time,
what has wrought the change for the
better? Beet sugar is part of the
answer. Beet sugar factories givo
employment to 2,500 men. They 1

began running about the .middle of
September. Night and day, Sundays (
included, they will bo in operation
for more than three months to como, <

say until about February 15. 1

Then there is the corn husking. {

Nebraska had a prodigious corn crop
'

this year and the husking is now In j
full swing. For another month it
will give work to thousands at fair t
wages and with board and lodging 1

thrown in. The farmers have been c

pieacung ior mis Kina 01 neip ana a
good deal of the pleading has been in
vain. The unemployed will not come.
"They would rather hang around the
cities," said Secretary Kennedy, "and
talk about hard times and the rights
of the unemployed than to get out
into the country where they will have
a chance to work and where they will
get the best meals they ever had in
their lives."
But such as they do not enter into

the unemployment problem. They
have nothing to do with employment.
Plain loafing is their forte. "Men of
this sort," remarks Mr. Kennedy,
"are entitled to scant consideration."
If by scant consideration he means
no consideration at all ho will find
public opinion solidly with him.
But sugar making and corn huskingalone do not account for the absorptionof all except Nebraska's voluntarilyunemployed. The railroads

have been taking on more men. The
building industries have been looking
up. Practically all the skilled men
in the State are at work.
Nebraska and the States adjacent J

thereto are not the whole country by c
a good deal. Conditions there and i
in the highly industrialized States i
are widely at variance. But, happily,the betterment in employment ^
conditions is not sporadic. It is not ^
localized. It is widespread. In New t

England, in New York, all the way t

across the country from coast to E

coast reports are more and more op- j
timistlc. The totals of those invol- v

untarily idle are steadily shrinking, t
A notable reaction for the better fol- *

lowed the dissipation of the railroad a

strike cloud. Orders for goods can-
6

o
celled under that threat havo been
renewed. The firm attitude of the a
Government and the spirited posture v

of the public In the face of the crisis 1

have had a marked effect in stabiliz- J
ing confidence. Eliminating those c
who are idle under strike orders and o

those who are out of work because of
strike non-production, the task of*un- c

employment conferences is appreciablylighter than it was a few weeks
ago when those conferences began
their Investigations.

In this strange English languago
you seek to prevent scraps by scrapping.
A new noto seems to have been ^

struck recently by Gandhi, whoseanti- \
British agitation in India bus attractedto him many followers. Where
once he opposed violence ho now appearsto contemplate the possibility of
forceful measures complacently. His
latest advice is to tear down tho statuo
erected in Lahore to Iajrd Lawrence,
a distinguished soldier of Sepoy rebelliontimes, and to do it "even at the
risk of imprisonment or death." Lawrence'smemorial is a symbol of Britishrulership, and its removal would
bo a direct challenge to the authorities.

Dr. Frank L. Christian, superintendentof the Llmira State Ileformatory,says tho frequently expressed
opinion that ex-service men have recruitedthe ranks of criminals is not
based on fact. Army life failed to
make some bad fellows good, but it d
did not make all tho good ones bad, us v

r-nrtnln hvsterlcal Dersons would hnvn s

ua believe. T

c

Health week begins to-morrow, and r
a good many perfectly well men and
women aro likely to worry themselves f

sick before it ends. 1

The burglars who tied a man to a j
seat in a theatre may have given a
hint to desperRtc managers.

The Spirit of the Leaves.
Lemon-gold In the west
Behind tho dun bill's crest.
And the sound of a voice that grieves ®

(Spirit of Fallen Leaves!),
8obbing.sobbing awny
Tho ashen hours of day. 8

Will It ever come again
After this poignant pain,
The Joy-Hit rising dear.
Youth and the Jocund year? 1
(Hark, how she grlevre and grieves, s

Spirit of Fallen Leaves!)
Yea, fpr you know (and I)
Of the divinity
Of a sweep of mild May sky t
Over us wldo and high,
And a voice that laughs.not grieves. "

Spirit of Opening Ixavca [
*

Clinton Scollaro. t
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Into Silence.
Some day shall the wind
Blow without knowing
Over me
Where tall grasa Is growing;
I shall be under it
Earth in earth,
Not running.
Not leaping,
Not elnglng. . . .

Oh, Wind,
How should you guess
Ah von naiifl

Unless
The grass whispers,
"Yes, it is she.
Your friend and lover,
We grow above her."

Would you believe?
Ah, no, ah, no;
Laughing, answer,
"It is not so.
She would not lie
So still, so still;
The sun is high.
I go to seek her
Under the skyl"

Light feet over my heart, my head,
And I as silent,
As still in my bed
As the face of a star
In the water I

Abigail W. Cresson.

Advertising by Churches.
An English Bishop's Opinion Tested

in New Jersey.
To The New York IIbrald: In your

sdltorial article on "The Bishop and the
Ponies" you Quote the Bishop of Blrnlnghamas expressing the opinion that
Lhc churches should advertise.
The good Bishop has come to a conjluslonthat is shared by many people.

>oth clergy and laity. Why should he
lay that it comes hard to apply adver-
:islng to the church when publicity la
i fundamental, almost primeval, prerogitiveof religion?
The law was delivered to Moses on

Sinai amid thunder and lightning. The
(pectacular march acrosa the desert and
ionquest of Canaan confirmed the power
jack of that law.
A long line of prophets publicly foreoldthe Messiah's coming. Herald anfelsin the dazzling light proclaimed

lis birth, while tha star of Bethlehem
Jrought wise men of the East to His
xadle. Peter and Paul were not tyros
n the art of publicity.
Tho church has largely lost the point

»f contact with the world in general becauseof the lack of publicity. It no

onger dominates because other thoughts
ire in tho minds of men, put there by
food advertising methods.
Thero came to the little town of

If&hwah, N. J-, in June, 1920, a great
ireacher, a man known the world over
is a leader, the Itev. James M. Farrar.
de left his big Brooklyn church, where
le had drawn largo crowds for twentylevenyears, because approaching bllndlessmade it impossible to assume the
:harge of eo large a church. For nine
nonths that great divine preached to
inly fair congregations. Then some
tne said. This man Is too good to be
reaching to so few people every Sunlay; he must have some publicity.
The support of the local papers in two

leighboring towns was enlisted. The
icrmons were written up and published
iach week In part, as well as little anecletesregarding Dr. Farrar. In three

ime the church was crowded. People
amo ten and twelve miles to hear him.
.long lines of automoolles were parked
n front of the church every Sunday.
He preached his last sermon In June,

921, and as he announced his next Suniay'stopic the church officials were won.

luring where they would put the folks
hat wanted to hear him. But before
hat Sunday came the rood doctor had
;one to his reward.
Had he lived he would have built up

n the heart of the Ramapo valley a

vondcrful community church. He gave
he religious editor of the Brooklyn
?,ag\e credit for his success In Brooklyn
nd to local press work he attributed the
plcndld audiences the last three months
f his life.
There tan bo no controversy over it.

'he successful church to-day is the one
tell advertised and whose pastor, like
ho late Dr. Kurrar, preaches the Gospel,
'he Bishop of Birmingham is not far
rotn the truth when ho says, "The
hurch should advertise in tho manner
f large American business houses."
Let us go further and say "Every

hurch should havo Its press represcnative."E. P. Bkeuh,
New York, November 12.

Two Ways With Negroes.
L'he British Plan In Jamaica and the

White Plan In the Sonth.
To The New York Herald: I read

vlth Interest tho letter from Mayor
itcwart of Savannah, Georgia, in which
te says that "we white people In the
south know how to handle the negro."
In Jamaica there is absolutely no

rouble with tho negroes. Bccauso the
Irltishcr is superbly ignorant of any
lass consciousness, he administers JusIce,does his work without particularly
lotlclng the blacks. The result Is that
he black man accepts the white man's
uperlorlty easily and naturally.
In our Southern States the whites

how their hatred and contempt of the
ilacks too readily. A mangy dog can

>rush against a white with Impunity
>ut a well dressed negro might bu shot
or doing the same thing; particularly
f he was well dressed.
In the town next to where I lived In

he South a young negro was murdered
-lynched.because a white woman fell
n love with him. Thero was no evlencethat he had ever molested a white
yoman, but because one confessed to
iome white men that she loved him he
vas killed and not a word of criticism
>r protest from any of the whites was

alsed.
I do not bollove In Northern Intorferncewith the negro question, neither do
believe that the white man In tho

louth Is nearly so capable of handling
ho blacks as ho thinks he is.

Walter Ball.
New York, November 12.

General Sheridan's Grave.
To Tub New York Herald: Is GenralSheridan burled In Arlington, and

rho of the distinguished American solidsaro burled there? Arc thero any
uch? Oeorob Binotnb.

A a«iMnaan or uomm n«;ira.

New York, November 12.

Onnoral Sheridan's grave is in ArIwrtonand many other distinguished
oldiers are also huried there.

Recording nn Arkansas Incident.
Knhnkn rmrenponrlenre Halcivill* Rrronl.
On Saturday a liorse driven to a sled by
tiram Tlmbcrlake discovered a yellow
ackets' nest and Immediately started for
ho county seat to record Its discovery and
tarted so quickly that ft le« of Mr. Tlntcrlakncame In contaoe. with the sled and
ras badly ItiJurcdU
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Mysteries of Def
Unexplained Variations R<

Toward a Century as tfa

By JACQUES
Fellow American M«

The system of registering and classifyingmortality statistics has become a

science fundamental to an understandingof the principles of modern civilization.A most gratifying fact to be observedby comparing these figures is the
lowering of the death rate from year to

year. In 1880 the death rate in the
United States from all causes was 19.8;
in 1919 it had dropped to 12.9. Based
on a fair average population between
these dates, the reduction of seven in a

thousand means the saving of millions
of lives.

This reduction is duo chiefly to the
repression of such contagious and infectiousdiseases as diphtheria, scarlet
fever, measles, whooping cough and typhoidfever. Half a century ago those diseasesoften came as epidemic 6courges;
nowadays they rarely pass a sporadic
stage. The death rate has fluctuated
slightly from year to year since 1880,
but it has dropped steadily. But one materialupward movement has occurred.
In the year 1918, when influenza, with
the added scourge of pneumonia, caused
more than one-third of a million deaths.

During the year 1919 the death toll
In the registration area was 1,096,436.
The following table covers the eight
principal causes of death:

Rate to the
100,000.

Cause of Death. 1919. 1918.
Organic heart diseases 131.0 133.4
Tuberculosis, all forms 123.6 130 2
Influenza U8.8 302.1
Briglit's disease 81.600.3
Cancer 80.5 80.4
Apoplexy 77.5 70.0
Pneumonia 75.7 21(1.4
Diarrhoea, uiuler two years.. 44.2 58.8
Oldage 14.3 10.1
Organic diseases of the heart are first

on the list for 1919. In theory most of
the cases are "old age" diseases; in
fact, they now Invade middle life. The
rate for the United States at large shows
a moderate decrease, but In many of
the large cities there is a marked Increasein tho last forty years. Out of
every 100 deaths fifty-four decedents
lived In cities and forty-six In rural
communities.

Tuberculosis carries oft yearly almost
as many as heart troubles, tho middle
aged being the chief victims. So far
us city and country are concerned there
Is but little difference in the death
rate. Tuberculosis is practically the
price wo pay for tho unsanitary conditionsof modern civilization. It is very
rare among nomadic peoples In their own
environment, but they succumb to it
quickly when they are brought in contactwith tho conditions of modern life.
A gratifying feature of the statistics is
the constantly lowering death rate. Littleby little tuberculosis is being conquered.Brlght's disease In 1919 held
third placo in mortality statistics, exceedingpneumonia during that year. In
the last fifteen years the death rate
from this disease has steadily increased,
that of 1919 being the solitary exception.If Bright'e Is an old ago disease
it certainly is invading the years of
middle life. Of every hundred deaths
flfty-flve are urban dwellers.
Apoplexy is usually classed among

old ago ailments, but Its ravages are
not confined to the ago of 70 years
and over; It begins to mako itself a
record at 40. Tho death rate rose to a
high peak during: the world war; it was
materially higher in 1919 than the averagoin 1910. The simple life has been
commended as tho preventive against
apoplexy; but the difference between
the rural and the urban death rate is
In the ratio of 53 to 47.

Diarrhoea is tho chief fatal ailment
among young children. It was responsiblefor about one-fourth the deaths
under 2 years of age in 1919. Duringtho last fifteen years the death rato
from this cause has been reduced a little
more than one-half, from 96 to 44 to
the 100,000. Contaminated foods aro
the chief cause; the education of mothersis the principal remedy.
Cancer is giving medical science

greater concern than any other ailment,
and medical science is still uncertain as
to the ultimate cause or causes. In two
decades the death rate has increased
27.8 per cent It is a disease of moderncivilization and is almost unknown
among Oriental peoples. Thero is an
opinion growing into the minds of many
pathologists that cancer is a result of
disordered nutrition.that eomewhero or
other normal nutrition has slipped a cog.
The prevalence of cancer among white
peoplo in preference to negroes Is
marked, even in States having a large
proportionate colored population. In
general tho rate is higher in tho Northernthan in the Southern States.almost
in proportion to latitude; yet there aro
notable exceptions. In Montana the rate
is less than one-half that of Maine; that
of South Carolina Is less than one-third
that of California. Among cities having
a low rate, Birmingham, Ala., pairs with
Dptrnlt. nnrl Ir» nitlne hnt'lnw o latc»Yi

Los Angeles pairs with Boston.
In some States the rate is greater in

urban communities; in others it is groatcr
in rural districts. It is possible that the
disease is a distinction between the overfedand the underfed, or yet the Improperlyfed ; but the proof 1« wanting.
There may be a relation between cancer
and temperature, or between cancer and

British Tax Refunds.
Rights of Certain Persons Living

Outside the United Kingdom.
To The New York Herai.d: Although

as the result of my previous letters
many persons have been informed as to
the claims for repayment of British incomotax they were entitled to make I
flnrl that thnrrt nro «*I11 nll'^rn ""ho

aro ignorant of tho fact that they can
reclaim a considerable sum. For their
benefit may I point out ugaln that:

1. Every British subject resident out of
the United Kingdom ts entitled to recover
a proportion If not all of tho British tax
paid since April 5, 1920.

2. Every person who has served tho
Crown or a protectorate of the Crown, or
a missionary society, or Is forced to resideabroad for the sake of his health or
that of any member of hta family, can
claim a refund as above since April D,
1918.

a. Every person, British aubjact or
otharwlse. In receipt of British war lean
Interest or dividends from non-Brltlsh
funds and companies, for example, India
stork, Canadian Pacific Hallway, Hand
Water Board, can recover every penny of
tax deducted sines April B, 191R, even
whero the securities stand In tho namo
of trustees.

I. Whero British and colonial Income
tax Is paid In respoct of the same source
of Income a refund can be obtained.

VViLrnuD T. Fur.
London, Engtan4, October 84.

ith Rate Figures
stard the Progress of Man
ie Span of Human Life.

W. REDWAY,'
iteorological Society.
soil, but the relation has not been es-

tabllshed.
In its pandemic visitations influenza

is tho most deadly disease of modern
times. These occur roughly at Intervals
of thirty years, but between times it
breaks out here and there in mild epidemicform. As a pandemic It burns itselfout in two or three years. In normalyears the death toll is almost nugllgiblo;in pandemia years it has been
Ciose to a quarter of a million. Perhapsless is known about the origin of
influenza than of any other contagious
disease. That it is communicated by
personal contact is certain, but virulent
outbreaks at times have occurred almost
simultaneously in isolated localities far
removed frotn centres of population and
lines of travel. Thus, in 1889, it appearedalmost at the samo time in Bokharain Asia, Athabasca in western
Canada and Greenland. Epidemiologistsstrongly suspect central Asia to be
the locus of influenza. A hopeful aspect
of the case is the largo and increasing
percentage of recovery, due to better
methods of treatment.
Pneumonia, like tuberculosis, is alwayswith us. Excepting the years when

it is a complication of pandemic influenzathe death rate has steadily decieased.It Is low In localities having
a mild climate. A remarkable exception
is Minnesota, where the rate is the lowest
In tho United States. The rato Is materiallyhigher in urban than In rural com-
munlties, but Eos Angeles and St. Paul
are exceptions ; their rato 13 very low.

J-/CU.U1 iruio <jiu ugo is uie icieai enn
of life. Nevertheless, In wore than a
million of deaths only a beggarly numberwere cases In which the human machinewent to pieces

All at once and nothing firstJustas bubbles, when they burst.
Hero the difference between rural and

urban life is apparent. It Is certain
that the migration of younger men and
women to city occupations accounts for
the greater number of deaths from old
age, but taking all factors into considerationmore people live to a ripe old age
in rural than in urban communities.

It is a travesty on modern civilization
that tins death rate from old age is almosta negligible figure.
The excessive winter death rate over

that of summer Is a matter of grave
concern. From December to May Inclusivethe deaths In 1913 were about 40
per cent greater than In tho following
seven months. Tho January death toll
for the greater part is twice and In
many instances three times as great as
that of any summer or early fall month.
The proportion is carried out in almost
the full list of fatal aliments.
Reasons for the high summer death

rate of enteric ailments are apparent,
but tho cause or causes of the high
winter rate are not yet explained. The
lew temperature of tho winter months
is naturally to be suspected, but the
January death rato of St. Paul and MinneapolisIs materially lower than that
of Los Angeles and other cities further
eouth. Indeed, latitude does not seem
to bo an apparent factor. If cold
weather Is a factor at all, it certainly
Is not the only factor.

Is it a question of properly balanced
food and good living? A study of mortalitystatistics does not bear out such
a hypothesis, excepting In cases in which
privation is extreme. In New York city
the winter rate In the densely crowded
sections of the city Is not greater as a
rule than in the localities where physicalcomfort is purchasable, or in the
suburbs, where private residences and
well to do people abound.

In the Southern States the Januarydeath trtll In Tint OTAQtA»«
e.v*»* ainuii^

than &monf,r whito people; In several instances,notably In New Orleans, it la
lower. In Portland, Ore., the ratio of
the January to August deaths in 1919
was but little more than half that of
Seattle. On the other hand, in the cities
and villages along the lake shoro districtof central New York, where the
winters are severe, the difference in the
winter and the midsummer death rate
is very small. Perhaps an explanation
may be found in the fact that this regionis snow covered and therefore is protected
from flying dust, but this hypothesis has
not been established as a fact.
Medical science is pretty generally of

tho opinion that the disproportion of
winter to summer deaths 1« due to climaticcauses and tho opinion is probably
correct. But there are many factors involvedin climate in addition to conditionsof temperaturo and moisture. A
short season of abnormally high temperatureor low humidity or of stagnant
air is apt to be followed by a very marked
riso in tho death rate, and it is not impossiblethat the dry, still and dusty air of
dwellings in tho winter season may contributematerially to tho high winter rate.
The tight for a longer life Is being

carried on. The human animal is built
for a round century of years. Tho
work of physicians, liygienlsts and epidemiologistsin tho past haa wroughtwonders; they are now taking the meteorologistinto their pact and each aide
is the possessor of knowledge which is
needed by the other. The city of Seattle
has reduced its death rate to 8.5 to
the thousand, and a reason for a higher
rate in the United States in the near
future will not exist.

Letter Curriers and Walking.
To Tub New YonK Hjckald: Your

commendation of walking as an exercisemakes me interested to know if
there are data regarding mall carriers.
They get an abundance of fresh air and
walking. Do statistics show they are
healthier or longer lived that thoso who
are compelled to live indoors?
Amsterdam, November 12. Ccnious.

Viewed From the Hide I.ines.
From the (falveeton News.

Probably tho worst thing about a worthing
march Is that tho groom marries the drill
master,

The Straight Road.
From the Kantian Citv htar.

There aro roads that pass through siplendor.
And ways that seem sublime.

There are paths that lead o'er vale and
mead.

Old mads slneo man knew time.
Yet since the first man travelled
With tola laughtor or his care.

The straight road was the great road;.
It's the shortest distance there.

We yearn ofttlmes for new roads,
For a short cut o'er the way,

And sometimes weep when paths are
steep.

Our path of lifo to-day.
Yet since the tlrst man travelled,

Success was near, somewhere.
And tho straight life was tho great life.

It's the shortest distance there.
robin A. Watm.

%

Advice to Astronomers.
Let Them Forget Attraction and

Recognize the Universal Kick. j

To The New York Herald: Tho '

mathematical astronomer will always
make a sorry failure at technical figuringunless he recognizes the real force,
heat or repulsion. Instead of an Imaginaryattraction, as the force of gravitationand the only physical force in
the universe.
In other words he will always find the

moon and other orbs a little ahead of
timo or a little behind time unless he
recognizes the fact that as the moon
moves in Its circuit around the earth
the repulsion of the orDs along Its paoi
retards its movement or accelerates Its
movement according to the locations of
those orbs at the time.
There Is an old saying, "Never trouble

trouble till trouble troubles you." The
astronorper can now get out of his
trouble by forgetting that there Is such
a thing as attraction of gravitation.

If you drop a rock to the earth the
earth Instantly repels It upward. Every
atom or Invisibly small system of mattor,every satellite, planet, sun or star
as it falls to a perihelion is repelled
away from Its perihelion.

Everything In the universe has a kick
to it. If you fail to recognize this principleyou will never know what put
you exactly where you are.

d. a. n. grovbb.
Kansas Citt, Mo., November 10.

Relativity Bars Creation.
Einstein Theory Leaves the Universe

Without a Beginning.
To The nbw York Herald: Although

Professor Einstein has said nothing directlyon the subject, the theory of relativityleads to conclusions apparently
incompatible with the idea of an original
creation of the world. On the other
hand, the relativity theory, distinctly excludingas it does the idea of creativo
activity, clears tho way for man himself
to attain divine attributes. The relativityof divinity itself may thus becomo
manliest in the practical realization of
man's own lofty aspirations.
For according to the theory of relativitywe may say with a moderato degreeof certainty that the universe of

matter and space is finite and yet unbounded.Such a universe Is absolutely
closed and so excludes the Idea of an

external cause. An Internal cause, Inasmuchas It could not bo distinguished
from Its effect, la out of the question.
Nor could the universe have sprung from
nothing, hence It was uncaused.

Again, If the universe was caused It
must have had a beginning In time and
space. Now timo and space are not independent,but are determined, the ono

by motion, the latter by matter, both
being part and parcel of the universe.
Time, therefore, should have to be some-.

thing other than the single track continuumof our Imagination, and space
something different from a three dimensionalabstraction in order that they
might serve as a negative ground and
pathway along which the universe might
move.
Timo and space, in other words, are

within, not without, the universe which,
therefore, could not have begun in them.
It follows from what has been said that
as the universe had no beginning it
needed no one to begin it, and hence the
Idea that It was created Is superfluous.

Henry 1* Phillips.
Falls Village, Conn., November 12.

How to Fight Blackmailers.
Tell Them to Do Their Worst and

Then Inform the Pollee.
O. T. Crook ia London Dallu Mail.

There are scores of men and women
in London, particularly in the West End,
who get their living by levying blackmail,which means demanding monoy
with menaces. These scoundrels, tho
basest and most dangerous of all criminals,doubtless smiled sardonically when
they read of the light sentences passed
on the blackmailers convicted at the
Central Criminal Court.

Blackmail la a crime which flourishes
on Its own vile strength and the weaknessof its victims. For eorne time past
it has been on the increase, and- tho
police, although they aro well aware of
tliia fact, are powerless to move because
as a rule the sufferers will not take
action.

Influential and wealthy people, both
men and women, are deliberately de- j
coyed by these loathsome pests of society I
and aro wickedly led into situations the 1
revelation of which would possibly ruin
them and their families.
Having obtained this cruel lever the «|

blackmailers proceed to demand large
sums of money as the prico of their
silence, and In nineteen cases out of
twenty the victims, imagining that this
is the only way of saving their honor
and their good name, write out a check,
only to find that the demands are repeateduntil the funds are exhausted.

Poignant mental torture, the constant
fear of exposure, the payment of heavy
sums of money, and finally financial ruin
.these are the punishments meted out
to the blackmailers' victims.
And yet there Is no reason at all why

tho blackmailer should succeed In liis
"villainy. Any person who Is blackmailed I
should Inform the police immediately
and they will at once take action to
bring the criminals to justice.

Furthermore, In tho majority of eases
there would be no need at all for the
purpose of the prosecution to go into
tho circumstances which led to blackmailbeing levied.
The majority of theso blackmailers

aro convicted rogues and well known to
the Criminal Investigation Department.
They would not bo able to exist for a
duy If only their Intended victims had
tho moral courage to confide in the
police.
Two of tho most notorious of blackmailersIn London are a man who poses

us an army ofllcer and a woman who
passes as his wife. They occupy two
luxuriously iurnisnra nam cominunicaIUqg by means of a secret door.
One can easily understand how Innocentmen and women can be lured Into

this trap and unwittingly dragged down
to tho depths of despair. X know of ono
woman who was Invited to tha. dart and
to her absolute anianement found herself
In a cleverly worked criminal net. Kite
was made to sign a check for £G,000 beforeshe was allowed to leave.
Beat tho blackmailer and save expe*»<

ure by telling him to do his worst, and
then Inform tho police.

Texas Gold.
From the (7atvf*tnn Neu-*.

Tho output of gold In Tssas for 1P20 waa
five ounces, valued at $nno, according to a
statement of the Gaologlcnl Kurvey. That
amount was recovered from other ores.
There la no gold mining In the State. The
sliver output for the Rtato was (I2S.H18
ounces, valued at about $ I .to an ounce.
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